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splendour, poetry and painting flourished, but his closing years
were in pathetic contrast to the brilliance of his prime. For a long
time he was confined in the palace at Agra through the intrigues
of his third son, Aurangzeb, who eventually succeeded him.
Aurangzeb was the last of the Great Moguls. He won his throne
through crime, and spent his long reign in continual wars. He
antagonised his Hindu subjects by destroying thousands of Hindu
temples, and imposing a special tax on all Hindus. He was a
fanatical Mohammedan, and die seeds of hatred which he sowed
still bear fruit to-day. Even before he died in 1707 his great
empire was tottering to its 611.

The hardy Marathas from the hilly country of Western India
had long been in open rebellion under their bold and cunning
leader, Sivaji. After his and Aurangzeb's death the Maratha chiefs
extended their dominion over a wide area and engaged in strug-
gles with the Rajputs, who had reasserted their old independence.
In. the north the Sikhs of the Punjab set up a kingdom of their own,
while in the south the Mohammedan governor of the Deccan
established the dynasty of the Nizams of Hyderabad. In 1739
Nadir Shah of Persia, last of the invaders, raided Delhi and
carried off the famous Peacock throne. Soon the successors of
Aurangzeb who ruled in Delhi found that they were emperors
only in name.

At this time the British had no possessions in India except the
land on which stood the factories of the East India Company.
They had come to India solely for purposes of trade and had no
desire for conquest. * Do not waste money on military adventures*
had been the advice of Sir Thomas Roc. But Britain and France
were at war ia Europe, and the Preach from Aek settlement at
Po&dicherry attacked the Company's settlement at Madras. The
trading companies of the two countries drifted into war. Both
sides sought Indian allies. Thus the East India Company embarked
on an adventure which, in another hundred years, and largely
through the hdp of Indian soldiers (sepoys as they woe called) led
to the establishment of British control over the whole peninsula..